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Attention parents in need of a night out!  On Friday, April 11 , from 5:30 to 8:30pm, bring your kids, babies-K/1 
and their siblings, to the UCG nursery to play, eat pizza and watch movies with the child care staff.  $10 for the 
first child, $5 for each additional child. RSVP’s are required so we have sufficient staffing for the children.        
E-mail Rae Gitzendanner at pno@gitz.us  by April 6 to reserve your spot. Note: Pizza and apple wedges are 
provided.  If you must bring other food for your child, please let Rae know what you plan to bring beforehand so 
we can ensure the safety of all kids. �
�

����
��	������	����	������	��	������	��	��	�����	� 	��	!"##��	
This is the last dinner for this school year, and Ron & Jan Haase have again invited us to dine as one large group 
at their Melrose home.  Each diner brings a dish & costs of the food and wine are shared equally.  Everyone is 
welcome.  All you need to do is call or email Pat Atkins (335-4872  or patkins_1@msn.com) by April 7 to re-
serve your spot and be sent all the information.   
 

$�%	�&���&����	'����
	(��������	���	�����	� �
 �	)##*	 ����)�����	
Come on out the day before Earth Day and help Alachua County Forever staff with one of our new county con-
servation parks. Sweetwater Branch is at the east end of SE 16th Ave. just east of Williston Rd. We’ll get a brief 
tour and then work in two groups, removing exotic invasive plants and also putting up signs and fences. Bring a 
picnic lunch if you’d like to stay and eat afterwards. We’ll meet right where SE 16th Ave. dead-ends into Willis-
ton Rd. Please sign-up outside the church office so we can plan activities accordingly. Questions: Erick Smith 
352.380.0648 

+���������	�����������		
Join us at Tom and Cindy Bergbower's home on Lake McMeekin (east of Hawthorne) for a day of silence,     
relaxation, and meditation on April 19 from 9:30 to 4:00pm. Enjoy the spring weather as we sit, eat, and walk 
together at Harmony Oaks. In the afternoon there will be a Crystal Bowl Meditation. Lunch will be potluck. 
There is room for 12 people. Travel time is approximately a half hour from UCG and there is no cost to attend. 
Please register by emailing Cindy Bergbower at headandheart@hotmail.com by Friday, April 11. Cindy will 
send out directions and coordinate the pot luck. 

�������,�	������,	
Join Shanna, Glenn, Ella and Nate Johnson for a PattiCake potluck at their home on Sunday, April 20 at 3:30pm. 
Please bring a dish to share and  your children, babies through 1st grade and their siblings.  For more informa-
tion or directions to their house, please contact the Johnson’s at butterbean1016@gmail.com  
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Registration continues April 6th and 13th from 10:30 to 12:30pm in the memory Garden. 

 Penny Edwards is the Registrar with Mary Ellen Cross and Karen Martin assisting her.  They will be 
happy to answer any questions you have about Retreat. We hope that you’ll sign up for this wonderful UCG 
tradition. The Retreat includes worship, recreation, structured programs, a variety show, and lots of fun and 
relaxation!  There are workshops and activities for adults and youth and children.  There is great child care for 
babies and toddlers during the day, and for all children in the evening.  The Camp is situated on a large and 
beautiful lake; the facilities include a swimming pool as well as basketball, softball, soccer and volleyball ar-
eas.  All meals are provided.  Housing is in dormitory cabins, with some options for semi-private rooms.  
Adults who are attending without children have the option of tent-camping, RVs, and motel rooms, when 
available. 

 Information packets and directions are available at the registration tables, at the church office, and elec-
tronically.  Financial aid is available as scholarships or loans. Every adult attending retreat volunteers to help 
with one activity during the week-end.  You can sign up for the activity of your choice on posters when you 
register. New or unique to this year: 

· check-in on Friday evening will be at Maguire Auditorium instead of at South Camp 

· bring a piece of yarn, ribbon, lace or string, at least 12 inches long, to Friday night check-in 

· adults, please bring your own insulated coffee mug, labeled with your name 

· You can order t-shirts at registration and view samples of crew neck and women’s scoop neck  

· visit the Lake Yale website at www.flbaptist.org for more information about the camp` 

· first-time retreat attenders will have a special check-in table with helpful welcomers to facilitate a smooth 
and happy arrival! 

We’re looking forward to seeing you there as we experience the common threads of our lives that connect us 
to one another and to this church and to our planet!   

Calling all people of variety!  

Do you have a hidden, or not so hidden, talent that you would like to share with your fellow UCG'ers?  Well, 
now is your chance!  Please consider signing up for the UCG Family Retreat Variety Show, happening the Sat-
urday night of the Retreat. 

Look for Shanna Johnson and Bridget Fitzgerald in the breezeway during coffee time on March 30th, April 6th 
and April 13th.  They will be happy to add you to the list!  

Please Remember:  All acts must consist of at least two people, be PG rated and suitable for even the young-
est audience member and cannot contain any references to drugs, alcohol or tobacco.  

Retreat Jazz Band  
� Once again we’re planning a jazz band for the church retreat. If you play a jazz band instrument, con-
tact Larry. Rehearsal is scheduled for Wed. April 23 at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.�
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The mission of the Interfaith Hospitality Network  is to provide shelter for homeless families with chil-
dren, to temporarily house them in a caring environment, and support them in accessing community re-
sources, including child care, education, transportation, and jobs.  It provides hope and help to these families 
as they find a better life for themselves.   The focus is to move these families to housing of their own not just 
provide temporary overnight shelter and send them on their way with no plan.   IHN is efficient, cost effec-
tive, and a replicable community response to family homelessness. 
 

Our next IHN hosting begins April 13 and sign up will continue through then.  Please consider volunteer-
ing for one of the many 70 jobs, whether it is overnight hosting, preparing part of a dinner meal, providing 
groceries or transportation, hosting breakfast or dinner or helping with take-down. If we have enough indi-
viduals, no one is overwhelmed.  Some people make it a family affair, particularly the dinner hosting. Their 
own kids play with the IHN children and this shows them first hand that homeless people are just like us. 
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Church council met on March 19th at 5:30pm for a dinner of pizza and salad hosted by Cathy Owen and Ann 
Gill.  The opening for this meeting was a short vigil, with candles and bells, as part of the national UCC obser-
vance of the 5th year anniversary of the War in Iraq.  About forty UCG members joined Council as we prayed 
together for peace and an end to this war, for more supportive treatment of our returning men and women in 
military service and for help for the many refugees, displaced by this war. 

Council then met to do the business at hand.  Larry reported on the wonderful concert by the Catawba College 
Singers on March 3rd and their enthusiasm about UCG’s attendance and our response. Unfortunately, later that 
night, our projector was stolen, along with some of the director’s clothing, from our sound room.  Security has 
been tightened for the Sanctuary and Insurance will cover most of the cost of the projector. 

Sandy reviewed Time and Talent sign-ups.  Vacancies within boards and committees  will be addressed by rec-
ommendations from Council to the various boards for perspective members.  If you are reading this and are in-
terested in being a member of a board or committee, please contact the church office! 

Andy talked about the importance of continuity within the boards, committees and officers of the church, so that 
knowledge and experience can be passed on to the incoming members and officers.  Current Board chairs will 
invite the incoming board chairs to our next meeting on April 16th and will also report on what has gone well 
this year and what  needs improvement, as well as how their board’s activities have related to the first year goals 
of our UCG three year plan. 

Ann Gill gave an update on the progress of the Task Force for Acoustical Changes chaired by Jim Conner, 
which includes plans to procure state of the art hearing loop technology and artistic enhancements, using the 
best and most economical approach.  

On March 7th, UCG sent Grace UCC in North Carolina a check for $3,251.46, collected from our donations as 
well as a $1,000 contribution from our outreach funds for new projects.  This Open and Affirming congregation 
is working to build facilities for its diverse spiritual community where all are welcome.  We sent a letter along 
with this check which supports both of our philosophies of breaking the barriers that divide and providing a safe 
and free spiritual home for all people. 

The final business of the meeting was a proposal by Joanne Pohlman, chair of the Endowment Fund Trustees, 
that the EFT become a board instead of its current status as a committee under the Board of Business.  There 
were questions and discussion concerning this proposed change and it will go back to the EFT committee for 
further information and discussion. 

������"�#������������"�$��������������� ���!������� ������""��

Two hundred UCG members attended the special Congregational meeting held on February 24th, 2008 in the 
UCG Sanctuary. Bill Hoppe, acting as parliamentarian, announced that a quorum was met for the needed 120 
voters. The only agenda item was voting on Ministerial Transition Plans. Jamie Baldwin, CMRB chair, briefly 
reviewed the previous presentations, discussions and actions relevant to the Ministerial Transition Plan process 
and made a motion to take a vote on which transition plan the congregation preferred.  The motion was sec-
onded and the Floor was then opened for discussion.  Several members spoke in favor of the phased retirement 
plan, noting that,  even though it may not be easy for the Reimers to move from a full time to half time position, 
the congregation could greatly benefit from the continuity the phased plan offers.   It will be important for the 
congregation to respect the changes, both in expectations and boundaries, which will be necessary in order 
for Sandy and Larry to be able to work half-time.  There was a call for the question, to close the floor for discus-
sion, which was passed unanimously by verbal consent of those present.  Members then voted by written ballot. 
Trish Thoburn and Jim Sarisky, Council Members at Large and Joanne Pohlman and Tim Martin; Chairs of the 
Endowment Fund Trustees and Board of Business, respectively, counted the votes, including the proxy ballots.  
It was soon apparent that the phased retirement plan was overwhelmingly favored and the meeting was officially 
adjourned by the Moderator at 11:05am. The final vote count was 192 in favor of the Phased Plan and 8 in favor 
of the Traditional Plan.   

�
#������#�����"���



,��

�

�
#������������"%�&���!'�(�#�$$�����'�

(Cont’d from page 7)  

 The Phased Plan will begin in the fall of 2009 with Larry and Sandy Reimer each working half-time and shar-
ing the job of Senior Minister as well as Larry’s salary and benefit package. The church will hire an Associate Min-
ister for Adult Programs and Pastoral Care, beginning this process in the fall of 2008.  The Reimers will remain in 
the shared Senior Minister position for at least two years and for no more than five years.  When they announce their 
retirement date, the church will then decide on a hiring process and a Search Committee for a new Senior minister, 
with the possibility of an interim minister during this time. 

��!�)$�������'���'�
 The Endowment Trustees are pleased to acknowledge recent gifts to the Endowment Fund totaling $3000.  
Additionally, the Endowment Fund has been included in two new estate plans.   We want to express appreciation to 
these members who are ensuring continuing support of UCG through their actions. “Where there’s no gardener, 
there’s no garden.”  Stephen Covey, First Things First 
 

�����"�*�'�����#�$$������

 These ideas are from several sources and should be checked out for individual situations; let us know your  
additions. Mindful car use - combining errands, sharing rides, using alternate transportation, making the environ-
ment a priority in car choice.  One of our members has a car that uses biodiesel fuel.  It’s most cost effective to buy 
gasoline at night or in the morning when it is most dense. To use it wisely: drive smoothly or use cruise control 
(except in the rain),  drive at or below the speed limit, keep tires properly inflated.  To avoid drag, keep windows up 
on the highway, use air rather than air conditioning when possible, remove extra weight from the trunk - and remove 
unused racks and carriers, if possible. When stopped, consider turning off the car rather than idling to save gasoline 
– and air quality.  Contact SJC with your sustainable ideas. 

 
�

 

 
6th Annual Suicide Prevention Day at the Capitol– April 8th 2008 

 There are more than 31,000 suicides nationwide annually.  In Florida, there were 2,410 reported suicides in 
2005.  Suicide ranks third as a cause of death among young (15-24) Americans behind accidents and homicides and 
is one of the most disruptive, tragic events a family and a community can experience.  One in six Americans suffers 
from depression, yet the stigma associated with mental illness works against suicide prevention. This stigma associ-
ated with suicide further traumatizes those people who lose a loved one by suicide. 
 Join the Statewide Office of Suicide Prevention and the Florida Suicide Prevention Coalition in Tallahassee 
on April 8th as advocates, survivors, grassroots organizations, youth and state agencies come together to bring sui-
cide to the forefront as a public issue and over time to save thousands of lives.  The day features a walk, beginning 
at 1:30pm and ending with a press conference in Waller Park at 2:00 PM. The press conference will feature Gover-
nor Crist ; Bill Janes, Director of the Office of Drug Control; Jim McDonough, Award Recipient and Former Secre-
tary of the Department of Corrections; Seamus McCarthy, Keynote Speaker for the Suicide Prevention Action Net-
work USA; and Judy Bousquet Broward, Chair of the Florida Suicide Prevention Coalition. Please also visit dis-
play booths in the Capitol Plaza Rotunda from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 
 If you or a loved one have suicidal thoughts, contact 1-800-SUICIDE or 1-800-273-TALK.  If you are a vet-
eran, call the second number.  There is a special hotline for veterans. http://www.floridasuicideprevention.org/ 



Prom Closet Donations 
 If you have any formal dresses or shoes just sitting in your closet consider donating them to the Prom Closet. 
Gainesville Prom Closet is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to making prom a reality for students who wish 
to attend, but could not otherwise afford the expense.  UCG member Ashley Poser will take the donated items to 
the boys and girls club.  Please bring any donations to UCG by April 11th.    
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  9:15 - 12:15  Nursery & Toddler Care 
  9:30   Worship with Children’s Story   
  9:45 - 10:45  Church School - after Children’s Story 
  10:30   Fellowship Time 
  10:45 - noon  Children’s Activity Time 
  11:00 - noon  Worship, Adult Seminars, Middle School Group 
  12:15   Youth United & Post High Group 
 

New Worship Theme – Doorways  

 

April 6- There is an opportunity for baptism this Sunday.  If you or anyone in your family wishes to be  
       baptized, please call the church office. 

 8:30– Meditation in the Chapel with Jackie Davis 
 10:30-12:00– Retreat Registration in the Courtyard 
 9:30 and 11:00 Worship “ The Camel at the Door” Larry Reimer– Music by Hogtown Pickers 
 10:00-12:30 LifeSouth Blood Drive 
 11:00- Adult Seminar– listed below 
 1:00-   UCG Helen Aller Oster Memorial Golf Tournament at Ironwood Golf Course 
 Adult Seminar- 
 “Ceremonies for Life Passages” – Connie Caldwell and Frederic Desmond.  We do a good job of honoring some 

of our life passages - birth, graduation, marriage, death - but what about those other times when our lives change 
profoundly:  new house, new job, divorce, ...  Together and in small groups we will share any experiences we 
have had of ceremonies that were meaningful for us, discuss life passages that would be eased or need to be cele-
brated with ceremony and identify the elements that are important to consider when planning a ceremony. 

 
 

April 13– IHN Hosting begins 
 8:30– Meditation in the Chapel with Mary Fukuyama 
 10:30-12:00– Last day for Retreat Registration in the Courtyard 
 9:30 and 11:00– Worship “Who’s Knocking at Your Door?” Larry Reimer- Music by the Hogtown Strutters 
 11:00– Friendship Group 

         Adult Seminars– listed below 
 12:15– IHN Steering Committee 
         50’s Plus* 
 2:30– Sunday at the Movies*  
 7:30– Crystal Bowl Meditation with Cindy Bergbower in the Sanctuary 
 Adult Seminars- 
  “Estate and Life Planning for Singles” Kathleen Lucas, a Gainesville attorney with over 12 years of experience in 

estate planning, will cover some of the basic tenets of estate planning and special considerations for unmarried 
people. Learn what to do to protect yourself and your loved ones in the event of your incapacity and death and 
have your questions answered about what the law will do if you fail to act   Cont’d  next page 

 
 

       *Pre-registered Adult Small Group 
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 April 14- cont’d  
 “Rain Barrel Irrigation” Collecting rainwater in containers is an old practice dating back many centu-

ries. Instead of listening to the rain fall off your roof and run into the storm water system, learn how to 
install a barrel to collect water for landscaping, vegetable gardens, bird baths, etc. It is something easy 
and relatively inexpensive that almost anyone can do. Join Judy and Chuck Broward for this seminar 
explaining what you can do to conserve water. 

 
 

April 20- Earth Day Services– coordinated by members of the Board of Parish Ministry 
 8:30- Meditation in the Chapel with Mary Fukuyama 
 9:30 & 11:00-Worship -“Lessons from the Earth: Past and Present” with UCG members David Dilcher and 

  Ellen Huntley-Dube’ 
 10:30– Fair Trade Coffee Sales 
 11:00-  Adult Seminars– listed below 
 12:00-  More Fiction*  
 3:30– PattiCake Potluck 
  Adult Seminar- 
  “The Wisdom of Green Building”  UCG members Claire Sever and Jeff Bunkin have learned a             

 tremendous amount about green building as they compiled research to build a nearly net-zero energy 
 green home in Rock Creek. Join Claire in an informal – and informational – question-and-answer 
 session during which she shares the wisdom of her experiences with green building. 

 

April 27- All Church Retreat at Lake Yale Retreat Center – “Common Threads”  
 No Sunday service in Gainesville ~ Come join us for morning worship at 11:00 a.m. on retreat. 
 

May 4-  Spring Congregational Meeting—One service 
 8:30– Meditation in the Chapel with Jackie Davis 
 9:30– Worship 
 10:35– Spring congregational Meering 
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Gratitude!  
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Looking Ahead at the United Church of Gainesville 

   
 May 2 & 3  UCC Florida Conference Annual Meeting 
 

 May 4   One worship service at 9:30am                                                                             
     Spring Congregational Meeting- 10:30am 

 

 May 16 & 17  Board of Children’s Ministry Rummage Sale 
 

 May 18  Visitor’s Lunch 
 

 May 25  Summer Schedule begins- Worship at 10:00am 
�

 June 1  Senior Sunday 
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