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United Church of Gainesville

~il
()

2
=
A

Y,
fll

|I g

.F
E

()

,

|>'
o™
4

II

%mii!

" #$% #8&

s

I“l“lll l|ii;>'=:s

b

Shoes are a symbol of grounding and balance. This
theme explores the variety of ways we travel aed ar
grounded in our life’s journeys and on our spiritua
paths.
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» Discuss and approve the final 2009 budget.
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Adult Small Group registration begins Sunday, Jaynaa
Visitor’s Lunch - Sunday, January 10 12:15pm
Lively Arts Party— Saturday January 16. All welcome
Adult Winter Party “Fire and Ice” - Saturday, Janua3
Art in the Library Reception - Sunday, January 24
“Flexible Footing” annual women’s overnight - Salay, February 6 and Sunday,

February 7




What's Happening in January and beyond...
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What's Ha

ppening cont'd...
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Other Church News 4

A Note From Sandy and Larry
When you kindly ask us how we’re doing, please dbuse the “R (etirement)” word. So what shoyld
you say? How about “How’s your half time schedybéeng?” We will then say “Thanks so much fof
asking. We are in the midst of transitioning tof iahe, as we share the position of Senior Pastoe.h
We have scheduled an afternoon off each week dsawellong week-end break once a month. We
also realize that this process takes time as wernendownloading some of our former responsibili
ties, but we are definitely moving in the rightedition.” We’ll say all this to you with kind apgwia-
tion and a smile. Just remember, we are not tet(ret even semi-retired.)

An Update on the United Church of Gainesville Giviigf in 2009

What a year it was! UCG once again came throuddeautiful ways for so many people in our com-
munity. We provided much needed supplies and tanesifor the Gainesville Area A.l.D.s Program
the Veterans Domiciliary and the Home Van, seny@ainesville’s homeless population. We suppligd
new and gently used books to the Child Abuse PtemeProgram, a Christmas gift for every 4th and
5th grade student at Duval Elementary School. Aeddanated $36,655 above and beyond our budg-
eted outreach giving to numerous needy organizama people. The following is a breakdown of pur
benevolent giving this year.

Emergency Loan Fund $3938
Ray Meeks $1283
Ken Bradley Retirement $4905
OxFam $4347
Neighbors in Need $2555
One Great Hour of Sharing $2127
IHN $1000
Action Network $1500
Operation Hope $12,000

Thank you all for your generous support and givdngng 2009! May these gifts be a blessing to all
who receive them.

Help Wanted
UCG’s Annual Retreat is April 23 to 25 at Lake Y&lenference Center. We're looking for some er)-
thusiastic folks who would like to be part of tHaqming committee for this wonderful event. Weadege
planners for adult programs, elementary schoolnarg, preschool programs, an assistant producer
and stage manager for the Talent show, adult scaatdinators, a T-shirt Czar and an on-site liaison
with the camp. Contact Sandy Reimer if you’d likeébe involved! We're going to have an initial
meeting on Tuesday, February & 7:00pm.

Volunteers Needed!
To assist with the up-coming fundraiser for our @geAffirming LGBT & FRIENDS Group. We
need you! If you can help, please contact Billl&gter at bil3@cox.net or 514-5539.

Childcare and Activity Time News

Cam Parker and Shay Hudleston have been carirgufddCG children for 10 years! We will thank
them and celebrate their 10 years of dedicatioSBuwmday, January 24th. January 24th will alsoure| 0
annual childcare training including first aid tatigly Bonnie Bean. For more information, contact
Joyce Henry Hettel.




A Word of Thanks
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Sundays in January :

REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE

9:15-12:15 Nursery & Toddler Care

9:30 Worship with Children’s Story

9:45 - 10:45 United Tribes - after the childrestsry

10:30 Fellowship Time

10:45 - noon Children’s Activity Time

11:00 - noon Worship, Adult Seminars, Middle Sdiemup

Worship Theme: Flip Flops, Loafers & Boots - How ¥ur Footing?

Sunday, January 17  Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend

8:30— Sunday morning Meditation in the Chapel, led I ASill

9:30 and 11:00Worship Services — “Marching Shoes - The Undergdogailroad Then & Now” - Larry
Reimer. Music by the Adult Choir and the Hogtowtrugers.

11:00- Friendship Group, Winter Party Planning Committee

Adult Seminars:

Step Families 101- Embracing the Journewith Heather Remer. By their nature, stepfamilies
function differently than traditional families atitey can be complicated. Most people that enterstdp-
families aren’t aware of these differences andcargght by surprise. In particular, the first sel/gears can
be especially hard. Join this discussion group reviaee will explore ways to build healthy, happy and
strong families using components of the Smart Sbepgram from the National Stepfamily Resource Cen-
ter.

Icons as Meditationwith guest artist Mary Jane Miller. “Painting icoissan uncommon and radical
form of prayer,” explains Mary Jane Miller, iconagher from San Miguel de Allende, Mexico. Ms. Mille
here to teach the Icon Workshop, will be doingraisar to explain lcon symbolism. Icon writing Haesen
a spiritual practice for over 1500 years, with gv&ep imbued with meaning and tradition. Comeriear
more about this tradition of meditation and prayer.
5:30pm -Youth United

Sunday, January 24-
8:30— Sunday morning Meditation in the Chapel, led bgrkBurlingame
9:30 and 11:00Worship Services — “Tightropes & Telescopes” -Vidaalin.
11:00— Adult Seminars

Bullying Behavior in the Workplace with Kathleen McKee. Bullying behavior has simifamycho-
logical impact to domestic violence or sexual ham@ent and in some countries there is legislatiotept-
ing people from such abuse. Bullies project th@dequacies onto others to divert attention away f
their own inadequacies. We'll discuss how adullyimg goes unidentified in the workplace and thendge
it can cause and talk about actions one might aska target or witness of bullying.

Genetics, Epigenetics, Nutrition and Your Healthwith Peter W. Vogelaar, M.D. The new science
of Epigenetics shows that there are many influgnoetiding nutrition, which can determine if a gan
expressed or not. The gene itself is not changadidexpression is regulated, like a dimmer. Haminar

will explain the relationship between Epigenetiog autrition and discuss the consequences for your
health.

Sunday, January 31 Winter Congregational Meeting

9:30— One Worship Service “Those Shoes No Longer Fg#andy Reimer and UCG Writers. Special
Music with Andy Bachmann and UCG musicians

10:35— Winter Congregational Meeting
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Enlistment Update
As the pledge campaign for our 2010 budget wawsn, we have to date collected regulg
and supplemental pledges totaling $624,287, whi@®606 of the proposed budget. First, a resounding
thank-you to everyone who have pledged. Thissttement of your faith in the value of UCG. Howev
to fund our proposed 2010 budget we still needttect $20,263 in pledges. So close but still not
there. How do we do this? If you have not doneptemase return your supplemental pledge card tusti
we can begin 2010 with a balanced budget and mmweafd with all that UCG does. Remember we
started this campaign with the Hebrew saying, “@eesone life is to save the world.” Through alltthve
do at UCG, we save the world over and over agamil don’t forget, as soon as we balance the budget
are giving away another two night stay at the Qdsaica hotel in St Augustine, the winner chosemfro
those who have turned in a supplemental pledgée card
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Looking Ahead:

Wednesday, February 3 at 5:30pm The ONA/LGBT Programming Committee meeting.
All welcome to attend..

Wednesday, February 10 New Member’s Orientation at 7:00pm
Wednesday, February 17 Ash Wednesday services at noon and 7:00pm
Sunday, February 21- New Members join at 9:30 & 11:00am

Sunday, March 14- UCG Book Sale

Friday, March 19- Spring TGIF’s. Contact Vince Amlin if you woultké to host.
Sunday, March 21- Time & Talent

Sunday, April 4— Easter Services at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00am

April 23-25- Annual Church Retreat at Lake Yale




