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We surround with joy and grace: 
¨ Thea Kay Philhower, daughter of Tanja and Shane, was born on Saturday, May 15, weighing in at 5 pounds 2 

ounces!  Mom and baby are home and doing well. 
¨ Tony and Mickie Miller’s daughter Susan and her husband Roly as they welcome their daughter Nellie Mae 

Chambers, born Tuesday, May 11th in London. She weighed 7lbs, 1.5 oz.. All are home and doing well. 
 

We send our love and blessings to: 
¨ Shirley Agosto and Alex Evans who were married in the Sanctuary on Saturday, May 8th. Vince Amlin offi-

ciated at the ceremony. 
¨ Marianne Schmink and Elliott Reid who were married in the Sanctuary on Saturday, May 22 with Sandy 

Reimer and Larry Reimer officiating. 
¨ Nathan Fabrick and Holly Marker who were married on Saturday, May 22 at Jacksonville Beach with Andy 

Bachmann officiating. 
¨ Wayne Nagy and Kimberly Kendall who were married on Saturday, May 30 in Orlando. 

 

We send congratulations and best wishes to: 
¨ Thad Harvey, son of UCG member Liz Harvey, who was approved for ordination in the United Methodist 

Church on will be ordained on June 7 in Tifton, Georgia. 
 

We hold in our prayers: 
¨ Martha Whitney who died at the Woodland Nursing Home on Friday, May 14 from complications arising 

from COPD.  She and her husband Curtis regularly attended worship at UCG. A memorial service will be 
held later in Vermont. 

 

¨ Sasha Peterson Scott, age 33, daughter of UCG members Trish Biggers Peterson and Tom Bergbower, who 
died suddenly and unexpectedly on April 11.  A memorial service to celebrate her life will be held on   
Saturday, June 12 at 4:30 p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Gainesville, (UUFG) 4225 
NW 34th Street, Gainesville, Florida, where Sasha was a member.  Throughout her childhood and adoles-
cence, Sasha attended UUFG and was active in Sunday school and the Youth program there. 

¨ Iris Greenfield, an active UCG member for many years, who died on April 22. You are invited to a celebra-
tion of her life on Sunday, June 20, 2010  at 4:30pm at The Thomas Center, 302 NE 6th Avenue, Gaines-
ville, Florida.  
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 Here’s one story. The sanctuary is heated and cooled by two ten ton units that are now going on twenty 
years old. The coil in one is leaking refrigerant, and you know where it goes from here – “If you replace this 
you need to replace that, and the refrigerant you use is being taken off the market…” We’ve got three bidders, 
and replacing this unit will cost between $12,000-$16,000. 

 Here’s another story. A task force of our Social Justice and Compassion in Action Committees discov-
ered that over 90% of the children at Duval Elementary School are eligible for free or reduced breakfasts and 
lunches. The teachers discovered that there are children who arrive at school on Mondays lethargic because 
they have not eaten properly all weekend. So Andy and this task force have developed a “Food For Kids” pro-
gram whereby UCG buys and packs 20 backpacks of kid friendly, nutritious, non-perishable food that goes 
home with needy children over the weekend. At this time,  the program is serving 58 kids. 

 These two stories are linked by the fact that we can pay for both of these needs without a special offer-
ing because you pledged a budget that covers both the physical needs of this building and the outreach needs 
that were not yet known at the time the budget was created. The Board of Outreach has a budget category each 
year for new and local outreach. The Board of Business developed a capital funding line so that when some-
thing like a major air conditioning unit goes out, we’re ready to fix it. 

 Life was not always like this at UCG. I remember one summer soon after we had bought what is now 
the fellowship hall when one church family fortunately was able to pay their entire pledge in August to cover 
the utility bill for the summer because our cash flow couldn’t handle it. 

 It’s a gift to have church board members with foresight, compassion, and vision for what needs to be 
done and what we want to do. It’s a gift that we have members who support the regular annual budget of the 
church so we can fund what needs to be done and what we dream of doing. 

 This year’s enlistment campaign will be led again by Steve Goldstein, this time with the help of Gary 
Kirkland. The congregational meeting also approved moving the beginning of enlistment from November 8 to 
October 4. We plan to wrap it up by October 31 (Halloween), thus avoiding the crunch of gathering pledges 
through Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

 You can see forever when vision is clear 

 In this moment each moment I give thanks (Hariet Kofalk) 

 

     Larry 
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 Dreams are impartial products of the unconscious, outside the control of our will.  Dreams are pure na-
ture; they show us unvarnished truth and are therefore fitted, as nothing else is, to give us back an attitude that 
accords with our basic human nature when our consciousness has strayed too far from its foundations and run 
into an impasse.  ~ C. G. Jung 

 In one of those synchronistic moments that impacts the course of one’s life, I signed up for several 
courses at the Matthew Fox Institute of Creation Spirituality in Oakland, California in the summer of 1992 
during my three month sabbatical.  The course that had caught my attention initially was on “Early Christian 
Mystics.”  It met in the mornings, so I needed another course that would meet in the afternoon.  The only op-
tion that appealed in any way to me was a course on understanding dreams taught by a Unitarian Universalist 
minister named Jeremy Taylor. 

 I showed up the first day with no idea of what to expect and joined about ten other folks sitting in a 
sparse classroom on uncomfortable wooden chairs.  Jeremy arrived, full of life and zest, and plunged us into 
what turned out to be an amazing adventure in sharing and learning from one another’s dreams.  It was the 
highlight of my sabbatical discoveries, and my interest and belief in the power of dreams has guided my path, 
personally and spiritually, ever since. 

 So I am very excited that Jeremy Taylor is returning again to UCG for his fourth visit to share his wis-
dom and enthusiasm about dreams with us.  If you’ve never met Jeremy, never heard him speak about and 
work with dreams, I can promise you that his workshop on Saturday, June 26, will be a mind and soul open-
ing experience.  Information and registration forms are available on our UCG website as well as at the church 
office.  We can also send them to you electronically if you call 378-3500.  At $55 for UCG members, this 9am 
to 3:30pm workshop is not only a bargain; it is a treasure. ($75 for non-UCG members; $40 for graduate stu-
dents; $25 for undergraduate and high school students).  Note that all fees increase by $10 by Sunday, June 6th, 
so be sure to sign up soon!  There is also a workshop on Sunday afternoon from 2:30 to 5:30pm for therapists 
and counselors on “Using Dreams in Therapy.” 

 Meanwhile, the month of June for UCG staff is filled with planning and envisioning: the ministers brain-
storm and set the themes and the worship schedule for the coming year and begin composing their goals for the 
coming year;  all the boards and committees meet, orienting their new members and planning for the summer 
and fall;  the Compensation Committee begins its annual review of staff salaries; and the Visual Arts team 
meets to creatively imagine how to reflect the themes of worship visually in the Sanctuary.  I invite anyone 
who enjoys artistic, creative, visual imagining to join us on Tuesday, June 29 in the Fellowship Hall from 
5:30 to 7:00pm. We’ll provide some food for sustenance.  And it’s brainstorming at its best: all ideas are heard 
and go into the mix.  Then we pick two worship themes where we have good visual energy and see who wants 
to help bring them to life. Just call the church office or e-mail me if you are interested in being part of this. 

 Monday, June 21st is the Summer Solstice, the longest day and shortest night of the year.  The word sol-
stice comes from the Latin (sun) and sistere (to stand still).  In Celtic tradition, the night of June 21 is called 
Midsummer’s Eve, a festival of joy and feasting and fire, celebrating life and the full force of the sun-star.  I 
invite you to pause on that day, let the sun stand still for a moment in your life, and honor the seasons and cy-
cles of the Earth.  You might offer this Celtic prayer in the lingering hours of Solstice twilight:  

  Lifter of the Light, bright star of the sky, 

� � Gift of light to earth you bring,   
  Summer’s shimmer, dew’s embrace. 
  Dancing be the heart within us,  

  Open be our souls to joy, 
� � Courage vanquish every shadow,  

  Greet midsummer with delight. 
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 Love is in the air. May marked my first wedding at UCG, the marriage of UCG members Alex Evans and 
Shirley Agosto. It was a wonderful celebration. May also marked the beginning of my small group on the Song of 
Songs, (or Song of Solomon) the book which begins, “Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth,” and only gets 
racier from there! As the group digs into this beautiful love poem, more and more questions are popping up on a 
subject I love…bible translations! So for those who are in the market for a new bible or just curious, here’s my run-
down on some of the available options. And for those who aren’t interested, (and those who are) check out the new 
“Open and Affirming Ministry” page on the UCG website! 
 My pet translations are the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) and, for the Hebrew Bible, (Old Testa-
ment) the Jewish Publication Society (JPS) translation.  These translations go back to the best and oldest manu-
scripts and are the standard for scholarly study of the bible. They are fairly easy to read and faithful to the original 
texts. As its name implies, the New Revised Standard Version is an update on the RSV. It does away with “thee 
and thou” and attempts to correct some of the imbalance in gendered language, using “people” instead of “men” 
and “brothers and sisters” instead of “brothers” when the sense of the text is universal. The JPS does an especially 
beautiful job rendering Hebrew poetry in my opinion, but if you buy it you’ll have to get a New Testament some-
where too. 
 Getting a “study bible” version of one of the above translations will provide you with lots of notes about the 
historical context, translation difficulties, and cross references for many verses. Or you can purchase The Green 
Bible, a NRSV made from recycled paper and soy ink, in which verses concerning God’s care for creation appear 
in green letters. Sure it may be a cynical marketing ploy, and it is probably greener just to buy a used Bible, or steal 
one from a hotel room, or never read at all, but this is one good-looking Bible. On the other end of the political 
spectrum, you’ll find the New International Version, or NIV. The folks behind the NIV used the same manuscripts 
as the RSV but upheld certain traditional orthodoxies in their translation with which the RSV and NRSV did away. 
In addition to these and many other translations, are translations and interpretations written in the contemporary 
English vernacular including the Good News Bible, Contemporary English Version, and The Message. These bi-
bles have the advantage of being easy to read and understand and can provide a new perspective on well-known 
passages. The downside to these editions is that many interpretive choices have been made to allow for a smoother 
read, and some of the richness and complexity (and confusion) of closer translations is lost. 
 I’m sure many of you are asking, “But what about my beloved King James Version?” No? Well, the KJV, or 
Authorized Version, is certainly a classic work of literature and a beautiful historical translation. Despite those who 
say of the KJV, “It was good enough for Jesus, and it’s good enough for me,” one downside of the King James is 
that it is actually based on later manuscripts which are further from the original texts. It is also internally inconsis-
tent in the way it translates certain passages from the Greek, and its Hebrew is a hot mess. 
Whatever translation you choose, make a point to read with others. That way you’ll get to experience the passages 
through their bibles and their eyes. 
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Who has been here? 
 Each Sunday our children have the opportunity to connect with consistent adult volunteers who lead 
them through a variety of activities. A special thanks goes out to our 2009-2010 Guides and Pre-K Teachers: 
George Cassella, Candace King, Kari Ward, Summer Hartley, Laura Robertson, Stacey Barbour-Hoffman, 
Edo Carter, Teresa Donaldson-Thomas, and Lori Robinson for taking the time to connect with our kids this 
year. It is a true honor to have you with our kids. 
How’s Camp? 
 Nearly every Tribal Camper from last year is returning and we already have more campers than we did 
last year. We are attempting to expand and hire an additional counselor. If you have friends that might want to 
participate, pick up applications and brochures in the church office. Camp is weekdays, August 3rd thru the 15th  
here at UCG. 
What’s Next? 
 Look for PNO, POW-WOW and Patti-Cake events this summer. 
�

�
 

 

 

Outreach Overview for Summer/Fall 2010 
This July 4 we have decided to sponsor and support a program called Operation CarePak, brought to 

us by Susan Cary. Operation CarePak sends care packages to our Florida National Guard units deployed in 
Iraq, Kuwait and Afghanistan. On the 4th, please bring whatever personal items you think would be appreci-
ated by those service men and women currently serving overseas. From personal hygiene items to current 
books, magazines, snack foods and anything else you can come up with. Please note no items of political or 
“inappropriate” nature can be accepted. 

You may be asking, “What about our annual food drive for the Gainesville Community Ministries?” 
We think we have a new ministry model for our support with GCM that you will be excited about. We are! 
This next year, starting in September, we are going to begin a new program. “Food First.”  On the first Sunday 
of every month, we invite and encourage you to bring non-perishable food items to worship on Sunday morn-
ing. CIA will collect your food items, and deliver them to the Gainesville Community Ministries. Sound good? 
We think so! We believe that by doing regularly scheduled food drives, GCM will have a better, more consis-
tent offerings for their shelves and clients.  

Finally, pending Church Council approval at our June meeting, our combined Outreach Committees of 
Social Justice, IHN and CIA hope that you will join us in supporting our Food 4 Kids program. As was re-
ported at our May Congregational meeting, for the past 11 weeks we have sent 58 children from Duval Ele-
mentary School home with backpacks full of food over the weekend. The program has been a huge success, 
and we are hoping that in September we can serve even MORE kids. We believe that $200 will sponsor a child 
for the entire academic year. So consider whether you would like to sponsor a child for the year. We will spon-
sor as many children as we can afford to. We hope to be doing our “Sponsor A Child” drive August 15, 22 and 
29. I hope you will join us in this wonderful new program.  

Finally, we are hosting IHN the week of July 11-18 and we need your help. Please sign up in the 
memory garden each Sunday this month.  

 



/��

�

( ���(� �� $��%� ���% �( $##!""��� �
UCC Florida Conference Annual Meeting  
     On April 30-May 1, the Florida Conference of the UCC held its 111th Annual Meeting in Naples.  
This meeting brought together clergy and lay delegates from 76 of the 100 churches in the conference to 
share visions and plans for the future (this year’s theme was “Imagine”), to reinforce and build connec-
tions among conference churches, and to carry out conference business.  UCG was well represented: all 
four ministers attended, plus myself, Larry Ligammare, and Mary Nutter as lay delegates, and Ron 
Nutter as the conference Moderator. 
     Sets of small group conversations on Friday enabled delegates to interact on topics built around the 
“Imagine” conference theme, and Revelations 21 (“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth…”).  High-
lights included an idea-filled conversation on “Imagine Congregational Vitality” led by conference min-
ister Kent Siladi that Sandy attended, and the “Imagine Leadership for the Future” conversation in which 
Mary Nutter participated which focused on developing resources for churches that would allow them to 
reach out to a greater range of people. 
     In addition to his role as a lay delegate, Larry Ligammare represented UCG as a member of our newly 
formed Open and Affirming (ONA) Task Force.  Larry met and networked with other ONA congrega-
tions from Florida to exchange ideas for carrying out our Church ministry to the LGBT community.  
Larry hopes to help organize a meeting in the near future (perhaps hosted by UCG) to discuss new and 
innovative ways to approach this ministry. 
     As a newly-minted “church budget junkie”, I paid close attention to the fiscal portions of the meeting, 
and came away with the impression that financially, the conference is lean and well-run.  UCG’s annual 
budget allocations to FL Conference dues and Our Church’s Wider Mission are well spent. 
     There were two emotional highlights for me during the Conference.  During the final business meet-
ing, the Conference received New Vision Congregational Church as a full church member of the Confer-
ence.  New Vision is a small, progressive Christian community that meets in a warehouse in Yulee, Flor-
ida.  Seeing these two dozen or so souls take this leap of faith together struck a chord for me, and re-
minded me of a similar group that came together in Gainesville about 45 years ago. 
     The real highlight, though, was the discussion and vote for the Florida Conference to adopt an Open 
and Affirming resolution.  It came as a surprise to me that while many individual congregations like 
UCG are Open and Affirming, and the national UCC denomination is Open and Affirming, our Florida 
Conference had not yet officially taken adopted this position.  The UCG delegation huddled before the 
final meeting to organize our impassioned support speeches for the resolution, but as delegate after dele-
gate came to the mic to urge passage of the measure, it became clear to us that we could save our rhetori-
cal skills for some other time.  The question was called, the vote was overwhelmingly positive, and we 
all felt like we had been witness to history.  ~ Respectfully submitted, Tim Martin, UCG Moderator 
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Sunday, June 6 - Senior Sunday 
9:00 - Meditation in the Chapel with Mary Fukuyama 
10:00 – Worship Service - Annual Senior Sunday led by Andy Bachmann and Youth United 
11:30 to 1:00 – Sum-min-ar: “Spare the Book, Spoil the Child” with Bruce Jennings 
1:00 - Helen Aller Oster Memorial Golf Tournament - Meadowbrook Golf Course 
 

Sunday, June 13 - New Members Joining 
9:00 - Meditation with Ann Gill 
10:00 – Worship Service - “Four Landmarks on the Road Less Traveled,” with Larry Reimer - This   
 service  will include receiving new members as well as Communion, special music by the adult 
 choir and liturgical dancers 
11:15 - Board of Membership - Seminar B 
11:30-1:00 - Sum-min-ar: “Transition Movement” with Dottie Burnham and Rob Hopkins 
 

Sunday, June 20 -  
9:00 - Meditation with Darrell Hartman 
10:00 – Worship Service –Vince Amlin  
11:30 to 1:00 – Sum-min-ar: “Enriching Your Journey” with Jeanne Moberly 
 

Sunday, June 27 
9:00 - Meditation with David Hackett 
10:00 - Worship Service “Where’s the Popcorn,” with Sandy Reimer and Jeremy Taylor -  
11:30-1:00– Sum-min-ar: “Later Stages of the Spiritual Journey” with David Hackett 
 

New Summer Theme “Living Waters” 

Sunday, July 4 - No Morning Service 
6:00 - Hogtown Strutters Rehearsal 
6:15 - Jazz Band Rehearsal 
6:30 - All-Church Band Rehearsal 
6:45 to 8:15 – Nursery and toddler care 
7:00pm – Worship “Putting Away Childish Things: Or When Does Your Idea of God Pick Up 
Steam?” Larry Reimer - Children, including rising 4th & 5th graders, may go to activity time after the 
children’s story. Rising 6th -8th graders remain in the service. 
8:15 – Ice Cream Social  - bring your favorite ice cream topping to share. 

 
Check Out UCG’s New Podcast 

 UCG is now releasing weekly sermons on a new podcast. Several factors motivated the podcast's crea-
tion, including ease of access to previous sermons and a smaller ecological footprint. You may subscribe to the 
podcast by visiting www.ucgainesville.org and clicking on the podcast link, which will open iTunes and auto-
matically subscribe. For those who wish to use another aggregator, the podcast's URL is 
www.ucgainesville.org/podcasts/ucgpodcast.xml.  
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