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The Lenten Season at the United Church of Gainesville 
“Sundays with Mark” 
March 9 through April 24 

�

Ash Wednesday Services – March 9 at noon and 7:00pm in the Sanctuary - We have two identical Ash 
Wednesday services which invite us to a 40 day journey of reflection and awareness about our life and our 
spirit.  Like signposts beckoning us on the road, the three stations for reflection at our Ash Wednesday service 
give us points of reference for our individual Lenten journeys.  Both services end with the ministers serving 
Communion individually to each participant.  Child care is provided for the evening service. Child care will 
be provided for the noon service for anyone who calls the church office by noon on Friday, March 4. 

Lenten Reflection Booklets – One of the spiritual practices for Lent is to use the readings in these reflection 
books for your daily focus and meditation.  Sandy gathers a wide variety of spiritual resources into these book-
lets each year. They will be available in the Sanctuary foyer on Ash Wednesday and throughout the Lenten 
season. 
 
�

Sunday Morning Worship - Lent will be following the gospel of Mark, chapter by chapter. Vince and Andy 
will present Mark chapters 1-10 with witty sayings and pop up commentary, similar to their small group pres-
entation of Matthew last year. Sandy, Larry, and David Dean will each focus on specific stories from Mark. 
Vince and Andy return with a summary of the last half of Mark, after which we follow Mark’s version of the 
arrest, crucifixion, and empty tomb as told by Mark.  
 
 

Wednesday Evening Contemplative Prayer  
Deepen your Lenten experience by joining us each Wednesday from 6-7 for Contemplative Prayer. We will 
gather in the quiet of the candlelit sanctuary for silence, prayer and reflection on scripture passages that speak 
to the Lenten season and our Lenten Living ______ly practices.  We’ll also meet in small groups for the last 
twenty minutes with an opportunity for sharing and listening. Even if you did not sign-up for the small group, 
you are welcome to attend. Note: The schedule has changed, and we will meet four times beginning on 
March 23rd. No Contemplative Prayer on March 16th because of Church Council, but all other small 
groups will meet as usual.  
 
�

The Labyrinth – April 10-14 – Walking the Labyrinth during Lent is a meaningful way to affirm our spiritual 
focus for the season.  This practice, which dates from medieval Christian times with pre-Christian origins, 
frees the body, mind and spirit to experience the Holy in unique ways.  Specific times are listed in the Lenten 
Reflection booklet as well as noted below. 
 The Labyrinth will be available in the Sanctuary: 
Sunday, April 10 – 4:00pm to 8:30pm 
                With the sounds of the Crystal Bowls from 5 to 6pm and from 7:30 to 8:30pm  
Monday, April 11 – 8:00am to 5:30pm 
Tuesday, April 12 – 8:00am to 8:30pm 
Wednesday, April 13 – 8:00am to 5:30pm 
Thursday, April 14 – 8:00am to 5:30pm 
��������������������������������������������������������������
Maundy Thursday April 21 - This is our Tenebrae service.  Tenebrae  is Latin for the shadow that fell across 
the earth when Jesus died. It is the name used to describe any number of holy week worship services. At UCG 
we read the scriptural account of the arrest and crucifixion of Jesus. After each reading a candle is  extin-
guished followed by music and silence until the entire room is in darkness. This is a moving and contemplative 
service, a good way to experience again the struggle and loss that precedes Easter. It is a good opportunity for 
children and young people fifth grade and up to learn this story as well. 
    
 We wish for you a Lenten Journey of insight and renewal, a journey that leads you to the experience of God’s 
presence within you and around you, in your life, your vocation and your service to others. 

�
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PNO (Parent’s night out) on Friday, March 11th   
 Need a night out? PNO is for parents of babies through 5th grade. The kids can go to the UCG church 
school wing from 5:30 to 8:30pm - where they eat pizza*, watch movies, play games, and have fun with their 
friends and our child care staff. The cost is $10 for the first child and $5 for each additional child. RSVPs are 
required so we have sufficient staffing for the children. Please RSVP by Tuesday, March 8 to                     
alysonm@ucgainesville.org.  *Due to life threatening food allergies, no outside food is allowed 

 

Annual UCG Book Sale Sunday, March 13,  10:30 - 12:30 
 By Sunday, March 6th, please bring your donated books, DVDs, CDs, etc., to the collection area in the 
Foyer. Consider donating materials that other UCG members would enjoy; especially popular are novels, 
children's books, and books on health, spirituality, cooking, environment and social justice issues. Books will 
sell for $3 or less. 30% of  the proceeds this year will be donated to the Peace Corp Books for Mali project. 
The rest is used to buy new books for the UCG Library and media materials for various church programs.  
Unsold books are donated to Friends of the Library ~ Ellen Louis, Librarian 

 

20 and Up Group at Rockeys Dueling Piano Bar 
 Our new group for UCGers from post-college to 40-something is headed out to the new dueling pianos 
bar in downtown Gainesville on Saturday, March 12th. The show starts at 8:00, so we’ll get there around 7:15 
since it fills up quickly. Check out www.rockeysduelingpianos.com for more info and RSVP to Vince at 
vincea@ucgainesville.org to let him know you’re coming or if you’d like to work out a childcare co-op for 
the night. 

 

Visitors’ Lunch – Sunday, March 13, 12:15pm 
 If you have been visiting UCG, you’re invited to attend a visitors lunch with the ministers and the 
Board of Membership. This is a chance for you to get to know us better and ask any questions you might 
have as we get to know you. Sign up at church or call the church office. Child care is provided. 

 

UCG Parking Lot Workday March 19 th , 9am 
 Our parking lot could use a helping hand with spreading mulch and minor tree pruning. If you’d like to 
wield a pitchfork or a rake and enjoy working outside with a group of enthusiastic people, join us on Satur-
day March 19th, 2011 from 9am – 12 noon. Call Erick Smith 352-380-0648, or email erick@kestreleco.com 
for more details or questions. 

 

Time & Talent Fair Sunday, March 20  
 Want to get better acquainted with other UCGers and be in the know? Many have reported that joining 
a Board is a great way to get connected. On March 20 from 10:15-11:30, all Boards will have displays in 
the Memory Garden. Board members will ply you with treats and pitches to get involved. Whether you like 
to reach out to others through service and social justice, welcome visitors and new members, help organize 
our finances, get involved in planning worship and programming or interact with our delightful children and 
youth, there's a place for you. Join in the fun and help make UCG continue to be the happening place it is. 

 
One-Day Meditation Retreat - Saturday, March 26, 2011 - 9 am to 4 pm at UCG 

 During this retreat we will have a chance to practice sitting meditation, walking meditation, silent 
meals, gentle yoga, deep relaxation, mindful sharing and listening, and other practices that will help us to 
stop and look deeply at ourselves and the world around us.  There is no cost to attend this retreat although 
donations will be accepted in the spirit of dana (generosity) and will be used by UCG to support the mission 
of the church.  Lunch will be potluck style.  If you wish to attend the retreat, please contact the church office 
by Friday, March 18.  ~ Facilitators: Ann Gill, Mary Fukuyama, Mark Burlingame 
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  Mark is the oldest of the four gospels. It was probably written some time shortly after the year 
70 of the Common Era. It is based on a body of collected sayings and traditions of Jesus which we know 
simply as Q.  Matthew and Luke use Mark and Q as the basis for their gospels. John is something different 
altogether. 

 “Sundays with Mark” is our theme for worship during Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday on 
March 9. All the gospels are interpretations of Jesus’ life written from the perspectives of different commu-
nities of believers in Jesus (no one had invented the term Christian yet). Mark is a no frills gospel, the short-
est of all of them. 

 Bible scholar Marcus Borg suggests that we sit down and read Mark straight through, if not in one sit-
ting (it would take about two hours), then at least in a few continuous readings. We are fond of quoting the 
bible, especially the gospels, without ever actually having read any of their stories straight through.  It’s hard 
to think of another piece of literature from which we so readily extract isolated texts without ever reading the 
whole story. Shakespeare may be a close second, but we do read or watch some of Shakespeare’s plays in 
their entirety. 

  We, unfortunately, have a sense of the life of Jesus that is a jumble of all the gospels put together. We 
do it as ministers. We combine the different gospel stories at Christmas and Easter, even though no single 
gospel contains all the details we consider to be the life of Jesus. Films about Jesus are notoriously guilty of 
this. This isn’t really fair to any of the gospels’ unique stories. The Jesus of Mark is different from the Jesus 
of Matthew, Luke, or John. And even Mark writes four decades after the life of the historical Jesus. 

 I recommend reading the commentary by Marcus Borg, The Gospel of Mark (Morehouse Press). It’s 
quite short, just over 100 pages. It’s clearly written and intellectually credible. There are two copies in the 
church library, and it is readily available online.  I think you’ll be surprised, intrigued, and inspired by what 
you learn about Jesus through Mark. 

 One caveat is to remember that Mark and other biblical writers use metaphor and fact interchangeably. 
A metaphor is more than factual, more than literal. The stories of Jesus were remembered because they had 
more than a historical meaning. For example, Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem actually happened. He made that 
journey. But Mark expands that journey with metaphor, making it our journey as well. It’s about disciple-
ship, tough decisions, death, and resurrection. Metaphor always has more than one meaning. 

May your own journey of Lent, through Mark, always have more than one meaning. 

 

       Larry 

    

 

 Campus Ministry  
 The Campus Minister for United Church of Gainesville is the Rev. David Dean.  David has been serv-
ing as a campus minister in Gainesville for more than five years.  UF and Santa Fe students who attend UCG 
are invited to join the Campus Ministry group.  Meet David and other students most Sundays by the water 
fountain after the 11 a.m. service.  Check out the Facebook group-- 'Campus Ministry of UCG'-- and look 
for events and other opportunities for fellowship, learning and service there. 
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 This really feels like a threshold time!  We’re on the threshold of writing a three-year plan draft, 
based on the priorities that surfaced from our fall survey and our February feedback sessions.  The Lenten 
season begins in a few days, beckoning us on a 40 day (plus 6 Sunday) spiritual journey. We will begin on 
Ash Wednesday, March 9, at two identical services offered at noon and 7:00pm with child care.  At those 
services, you will have an opportunity to identify an intentional practice or perspective that you want to 
adopt for Lent.  See page 2 for more information about the meaningful opportunities available to us during 
these next six weeks. 

 And Retreat lies ahead on April 29 – May 1. This amazing annual gathering of UCG folks of all 
ages is held at Lake Yale Conference Center, south of Ocala and north of Leesburg.  It’s an incredible 
week-end of meeting and connecting with kindred folks, spiritual focus and exploration, fun and laughter, 
engaging and interesting adult workshops and youth activities, wonderful activities for children and great 
child care, and most of all, experiencing and celebrating who we are as a church community.  And all of 
this takes place in a beautiful lakeside setting with ancient spreading oaks, sunrise over the waters, star-
spangled night skies, and a flock of resident sand hill cranes. 

 Our theme this year is Fresh Eyes Seeing – Fresh “I”s Being.   And it is what I believe Retreat of-
fers us each year:  a time of refreshment apart from our usual routines and busy-ness, a time that gives us 
a fresh opportunity to be and to see, ourselves and others, our community and the beauty of God’s crea-
tion.  Plus it’s a great lead-in to our May Worship theme “A New Way of Seeing.” 

 Families with children, youth and most parents of youth will stay in North Camp again.  There are 
semi-private rooms available for families with children 2 and younger – and some semi-private rooms for 
other families with a slight extra charge.  Children and youth attending the Retreat must have a parent pre-
sent; they may not stay in motel rooms, RVs or tents. 

 Everyone else will stay in motel rooms in the central conference area.  Adults who are attending 
without children also have the option of tent or RV camping. 

 All our meals are served in the North Camp cafeteria.  Adult workshops, Friday night check-in, and 
orientation, and Saturday night’s Variety Show take place in the large Maguire Auditorium. 

 Dates to remember: 

Sunday, March 27 - Retreat informational brochures and registration forms will be available during 
fellowship time. There will also be an informational session from 10:35 to 11:05 for anyone considering 
attending retreat for the first time.  Members of the Retreat Committee will be available to answer ques-
tions. 

Sundays, April 3, 10 and 17 – Retreat Registration in the Fellowship Hall from 10:15am to 12:15pm.  
Registration ends at 12:15 on Sunday, April 17.  You may also register at the church office on Monday 
– Thursday, from 9am to 4pm the weeks of March 28, April 4 and April 11.  

Sunday, April 17 – Meeting for parents of preschool and elementary school children who are attend-
ing retreat – 10:30 to 11:00 with child care and children’s program coordinators. 

Please note that cabins with preschool and elementary school children fill up quickly, so I encourage you 
to register early if your children are in these age groups.  Our waiting list is created in categories accord-
ing to the ages of children. 

� �$�!��)"'��"?!�4&1"�
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Retreat fees: 
Adults: in North Camp =  $125   in tents =  $90 
  in single motel room =  $195   in RVs – single = $135 
  in shared motel room =  $155    double/triple = $110   

Twenty-somethings =  $90 
HS & MS Youth =  $85 
Elementary schoolers =   $70 
3 & 4 year olds =  $60 
Infants to 2 year olds =  $30 
 Please note: There is a slight increase in the fees this year due to the camp increasing the cost of 
meals by $5 per person for everyone except infants. Also, last year we received a lower rate on motel 
rooms because we were moved from South Camp to North Camp, which does not accommodate as many 
people. This year the motel rates have returned to their normal level.  
 

 Semi-private rooms – Most families with children two years old or younger will have a semi-
private room for which there is no extra charge.  Some additional semi-private rooms are available in 
North Camp for families with older children, on a first-sign-up basis, for an extra charge of $15 for the 
room for the week-end. 
 

 The Peterson-Currie Scholarship Fund, in memory of Hulda Peterson and Gaylon Currie, pro-
vides  financial aid to church members, so that no one need miss the Retreat for financial reasons.  Sim-
ply indicate on your registration form how much financial aid you need for a scholarship or loan. 
 

 Questions, concerns, information – Contact the church office at 378-3500 or 
info@ucgainesville.org, and Alyson will direct you to the person who can provide you with the best in-
formation. 
 I’m looking forward to being with you on Retreat as together we see with fresh eyes! 

Sing with me an alleluia, your alleluia, just where you are!  (M. Hiles) 

 

������������������������������������� ���
We hold in our prayers: 

· David Case, brother of Susan Kirkland, who died on Thursday, February 3 of natural causes. A memo-
rial service was held in the Sanctuary on February 15 led by Vince Amlin, Sandy Reimer, Larry 
Reimer, and Andy Bachmann  

· Linda Stevens, mother of Elizabeth Clark, grandmother of Bryan Clark and wife of Lonnie Bryan, who 
died on Saturday, February 12 of complications from a metastatic blood disorder. In her honor, there 
will be a gathering of Linda’s friends in late June. 

We send our blessings to: 

· Ana Pancorbo and Christopher Sanders who were married on Saturday, February 19 at the Sweetwater 
Inn. Vince Amlin officiated at the ceremony. 

· Mark Burlingame and Martha Klein who were married on Saturday, February 25 at the Baughman 
Center. Andy Bachmann officiated at the ceremony 

 We send joy and blessings to: 

· Diego Eduardo Frenock and Carlos Pedro Frenock, twin sons of Helda Montero and Andy Frenock, 
brother of Elena Frenock, who were baptized on Sunday, February 27 by Vince Amlin and Andy 
Bachmann.  
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 One of the most enjoyable experiences of my month has been working with Sandy on our dialogue 
sermon for February 20th. So fruitful was our exchange, that the first draft of the sermon was over 3500 
words! (A normal week is 2000-2200 words.) Eventually we got rid of about 1000 words, but as with all ed-
iting, some of our favorite parts ended on the cutting room floor. One quote in particular just won’t let go of 
me, and so in this month’s “In Vinny Veritas” I offer a deleted scene from our sermon, something from the 
director’s cut. 
  

 Our sermon was about the future of the church. We each looked to scenes from the church’s history to 
inform our sense of its present and future. I argued that the church needs to be a community of contrast, a 
people who have something different and meaningful to say. This quote from the second century satirist 
Lucian mocks the early church for being just such a community: 
 

You see, these misguided creatures start with the general conviction that they are immortal 
for all time, which explains the contempt of death and voluntary self-devotion which are so 
common among them; and then it was impressed on them by their original lawgiver that they 
are all brothers, from the moment that they are converted, and deny the gods of Greece, and 
worship the crucified sage, and live after his laws. All this they take quite on trust, with the 
result that they despise all worldly goods alike, regarding them merely as common property. 

 
 When the church is despised because its members show a foolish devotion to one another and disre-
gard for death, because they understand one another as brother and sister even across social and economic 
lines, because they refuse to worship the idols of the culture, and because they treat all their things as com-
mon property, I think something is going right.  
  

 While our own culture has learned to pay lip service to the values of simplicity, self-sacrifice, and 
love, they are still truly counter cultural. Lucian is echoed today by voices like that of Christopher Hitchens, 
who has said, “Love your enemy?!...No philosophy is more suicidal than this. We must destroy our enemy!” 
Voices like these remind me of what kind of community I believe God calls the church to be, one which is 
unafraid to be mocked in its witness to love. A future like that would be bright.  

	��������������������������������������� ����������� ����� �

 

We Welcome Our New Members!  

 ���������	)� /����������� ��������
������ ���������0�1 �

�������)���0� /����������$���� 2�������������� ������� ��3������

������)���0� ���������$���� ���&&�������� �

2�������������� ����0�����
������ /�����"������������ � �

Get the latest UCG news and happenings…  
Every week we send out an e-mail letting members know what’s happening on Sunday (plus other tid-
bits of information). If you are not currently receiving those e-mails, and would like to, please let the 
church office know.  Just e-mail info@ucgainesville.org and we will add you to our e-mail list. 
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A Word of Thanks 
 My sincere thanks to all who prayed for me and who showed caring in other ways during my recent   
illness. I feel renewed and expect to attend services soon.  With Gratitude, Mary Elizabeth McBride 
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What’s Burning? 
During our last rotation looking at Burning Questions of Faith, the children had the opportunity to hear the 
story of Moses and the burning bush. They talked about how God calls us and examined the question “why 
me?” and how God gives us the courage to do things we think we can’t. At the end of the lesson the children 
were given the opportunity to write down something that God is calling them to do or something they need 
courage to do. The children then gathered around a fire and read their paper out loud and then placed the pa-
per in the burning bush.  In the 4-5th grade a number of children read that they wanted courage to take their 
FCAT tests. They were blessed to have Betsy Fillipi as their teacher that day, because she is such a compas-
sionate and seasoned educator and parent. I have noticed in all the classes this year that the guides have really 
created close groups of kids who are willing to share, even the hard stuff with each other, and they exude 
kindness for each other. How lucky are we? 
 

Where do I put my old T-shirt? 
For the upcoming spring lessons we have some awesome projects planned. We need your old clean colored    
t-shirts, any size will do. We also need 60 clean egg cartons. We can use foam, cardboard, or plastic as long 
as they are very clean. Look for the drop box at church under the name tags on Sunday mornings. 
 
Calendar 

03-06-11   Extended Activity Time -  Pow-Wow & Patti-Cake Camp Out at Hannah Park 
03-13-11   UT: K-5 - All tribe choir Practice 

Pre-K Teachers Choice 
03-20-11   UT: Choir Performance, Gratitude Service, Special Display   
                  Pre-K All about Jesus 
03-27-11  Extended Activity Time - Spring Break 
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CMRB - Survey Says: 

 This is the next in our series in which the Congregation Ministry Review Board (CMRB) shares 
some of the findings from the all-church survey that members completed in October to assist in the devel-
opment of the next three year plan for UCG.  Responses to the full survey can be found on the UCG web-
site.  On the home page scroll down and click on Link to our recent Self Assessment. 
 An important purpose of the survey is to determine “who we are”.  Many of the questions in the 
survey are designed to determine “who we are” in terms of our attitudes about what is important to us.  
However, like most surveys, there are also a number of questions designed to answer “who we are” in 
terms of demographics.  This article highlights some of the interesting demographic information about our 
congregation revealed by the survey. 
 Approximately 425 members (out of 710 total members) replied to the survey.  66% of respon-
dents were female, 34% male, and 74% of respondents reported being married or in a committed relation-
ship.  These are the only two questions that can be “validated” against our membership database, which 
indicates that our membership is 61% female and 66% in a committed relationship.  The close correspon-
dence among these numbers suggests the survey captured a representative cross section of our member-
ship. 
 85% of survey respondents report their sexual orientation as heterosexual, with the remainder re-
porting themselves to be lesbian (6.4%), gay (3.8%), bisexual (4.2%), or “other / none of your busi-
ness” (0.9%.) 
 Survey respondents were overwhelmingly white (95%), with small numbers of members identify-
ing their race as Latino or Hispanic (3.1%), Asian (1.6%), Black/African American (0.5%) or Other 
(0.9%.) 
 More than half of respondents (53%) have lived in Gainesville for more than 20 years.  About one-
third of respondents have been members for 5 or fewer years, one third for 6-15 years, and a third for 
more than 15 years. 
 Many UCG members are involved in education (21% in higher ed, 9% in K-12), business/industry 
(15%), and medicine (13%).  21% of our membership is retired. 
 39% of respondents have annual incomes of $90,000 or more, 35% earn from $50,000-$90,000, 
and 25% earn less than $50,000. 
 While these demographic data do not completely define “who we are”, they do provide useful in-
formation about the nature of our membership. 
 

Board of Parish Ministry 
Do you like to make meaningful contributions to worship at UCG, but prefer to stay "behind the 

scenes"?  BPM prepares the sanctuary and the church for worship, provides support to the ministers and 
makes sure all runs smoothly on Sunday mornings - when you are going to be there anyway. 

Some of the tasks BPM has done this year include helping with communion, helping with memo-
rial services and receptions, providing leadership for the Christmas decorating, brainstorming with the 
ministers in planning services, giving feedback to the ministers regarding worship themes and special ser-
vices, providing support for specific worship services such as All Saints, and Ash Wednesday, planning 
and implementing BPM services four times a year, unlocking the buildings on Sunday mornings. 

There are 19 members on this committee, so there are plenty of people to share the responsibilities 
and  everyone is ready to do their share.  We meet on the first Thursday of each month at 5:30 p.m(with 
snacks) and the meetings rarely last more than one hour. 

Some people to talk with about the Board of Parish Ministry committee are: Julie Anspach, Darrell 
Hartman, Madeline Davidson, Pat Urbano, Vito Ilacqua and Deborah Hill.  We’re a friendly group of peo-
ple and look forward to having you join us. 
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Social Justice  Committee 
 The next piece of ministry that the Social Justice committee will focus on is one we feel is a very cru-
cial need in our community: jobs. We will mount a job board in the foyer of the fellowship hall (where the 
soda machine use to be). One side of the board will be for individuals hoping to find employment; the other 
side will be for those people who might be looking for employees! Forms to describe your job search will be 
available for you to post on the board, or those seeking employment may drop off your resume at the office, 
which will then be made  available to the business owner who is looking for the perfect employee. If anyone 
knows of employers who have openings you are welcome to post it on the board. 
  You may contact Sally Johnson who is in charge of this program if you have questions. 352-258-6609 
or sallygville@aol.com 

 
Interfaith Hospitality Network 
 Volunteers are needed for our next IHN hosting March 20-27.  Please stop by the table in the court-
yard on Sunday mornings to see how you can help.   
 

 

A CALL FOR UCG SYNOD VOLUNTEERS! �
 The Florida Conference is hosting General Synod 28 in Tampa, July 1 - 5.  We need your support in 
order to help make this one of the best Conferences ever. Synod is a gathering of people delegated by our 38 
Conferences to represent the United Church of Christ and to address important matters relating to the 
Church. This is an opportunity that only comes around once every two years that will show you how the 
UCC works from the inside out. 

 The United Church of Gainesville has committed to UCC National a minimum of 15 volunteers to 
work as Worship Ushers at the Friday evening Worship Service. UCG Volunteers need to sign up on the 
board by the office and then register on line at the Florida Conference website, www.uccfla.org/uccfla/
GeneralSynod2011.html and follow the instructions.  Once this on-line registration is complete, you will be 
contacted by the Florida Conference with further registration instruction including discount codes needed.  
The United Church of Gainesville will reimburse the $100 registration fee to those who volunteer.  If volun-
teers wish to spend the night in Tampa, it will be their responsibility to obtain and pay for their respective 
accommodations.  For any further questions you might have about volunteering for this worthwhile event 
please contact Larry Ligammare and oh, by the way, rumor has it that Ellen Degeneres and Michelle Obama 
may be in attendance.   



����

�

��

��&��������
�������
�����&��������
�������
��� ��
�

�9���5���9��� �)# "#3�&�'��$'',"#��&#"�
�9�:� � -$# (�4�=�!(��(�,'#"�� �
!$#3���
�9���5��:9��� ���!"'��#�2" ��()#%(�
%($$,��
�:9�:� � @"+"#&1" �&�'��",,$= (�4�
�:9���5��$$�� �(�,'#"�� ��%!�+�!3���7"�
��9::�5��$$�� -$# (�4.��'),!�
"7��&# .�	�'',"�
%($$, ��#$)4�
�

March 6 
Food First Food Drive 
8:30 – Meditation in the Chapel with Sanford Berg 
9:30 and 11:00 –Worship “The Final Answer (The Question: What if this IS the best of all possible worlds?)” - 
   Larry Reimer. Special music by the Adult Choir. 
11:00 – Adult Seminars:  

Minister’s Seminar - Prayer 101 with Sandy Reimer- There are many kinds of prayer and many ways to pray 
and many ways of understanding prayer.  We’ll clarify some of our own assumptions and beliefs as well as our 
comfort and our resistance.  Perhaps “prayer is not asking for things – not even the best things – prayer is going 
where they are.” (G. Heard). Come join us in that place. 

Noon - Friendship Group Bowling at Splitz 
5:30 - Youth United - Fellowship Hall 
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March 13 – Daylight Savings Time Begins, Spring Ahead (Everything is an hour earlier) 
8:30 – Meditation in the Chapel with Darrell Hartman  
9:30 and 11:00 - Worship “Mark Part 1: The Story Begins” - Vince Amlin and Andy Bachmann, with special   
   music by the Hogtown Strutters 
10:30 - Annual UCG Book Sale in the Courtyard 
11:00 – Adult Seminars: 

Justice and Compassion in Biblical Law with Dick Hiers - What do we mean when we speak of “justice?” 
How might compassion relate to justice? What kind of images do we have in mind regarding biblical law? Is 
modern law all that different from biblical law? Was there anything like due process in biblical law? Or equal 
protection? Or social welfare legislation? Come explore these questions and more with the man who wrote the 
book on justice and compassion in biblical law: Justice and Compassion in Biblical Law. Copies are available in 
the church library.  
Perspectives of Crime with Gretchen Howard- Come learn about the impact of crime and the free local services 
for people who have experienced a property or personal crime. (Confidentiality and privacy are provided to any-
one who participates in this workshop) It is also an opportunity for anyone who has survived any type 
of crime (child abuse, domestic violence, DUI, property loss, sexual violence, etc.) to share their perspectives 
about their experiences after an act of violence-- What helped?  What new awareness have you gained?  What 
encouragement can you offer to others who will experience a similar crime?  Utilize this opportunity to thank, 
inspire, remember, or honor someone, and to express who you are now, after the crime.  This workshop offers 
guidance and a way of doing something constructive after surviving a violent crime.� � �

11:00 - Parents meeting about Activity Time Position - Library 
            The Bible Challenge*  
12:15 - Middle School & High School Teams - West Wing 
 Visitor’s Lunch - Fellowship Hall    *Pre-registered adult small group 
2:30 - Sunday at the Movies*  
5:00 - Winter Dreaming* - Seminar A 
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March 13, cont’d 
7:00 - Drum Circle* - offsite 
7:30 - Crystal Bowl Concert - Sanctuary 
 

March 20 
IHN Hosting Begins 
8:30 – Meditation in the Chapel with Ann Gill 
9:30 and 11:00 - Worship “Leaving Our Nets” - Sandy Reimer 
10:15 to 11:30- Time and Talent Fair in the Courtyard 
11:00– Adult Seminars:  

Grow your own Food: Tips for Gardeners However Known with Julia Showalter and John Anderson - You 
want to grow interesting and tasty vegetables, but don't know how to make compost. You think you'd like home
-grown broccoli and spinach, but are not sure how to find organic seeds or what time of year to plant. How 
much water and sun does an herb garden need? In this seminar, graduate students Julia Showalter and John 
Anderson, from UF's Ethnoecology garden, will share tips on becoming a locavore by cultivating your own gar-
den. 
Movie Screening of “Renewal” with Don Davis - The local film festival Cinema Verde is pleased to screen 
“Renewal” at UCG. It is the first feature-length documentary film (http://renewalproject.net/) to capture the vi-
tality and diversity of today's religious-environmental activists. From within their Christian, Jewish, Buddhist 
and Muslim traditions, Americans are becoming caretakers of the Earth. With great courage, these women, men 
and children are re-examining what it means to be human and how we live on this planet. Their stories of com-
bating global warming and the devastation of mountaintop removal, of promoting food security, environmental 
justice, recycling, land preservation, and of teaching love and respect for life on Earth are the heart of Re-
newal.” Don Davis, Sunshine State Director of Interfaith Power and Light, will be available to talk with the au-
dience following the movie. 

11:00 - Friendship Group 
12:15 - Friends Over 50* - offsite 
5:00 - Winter Dreaming* - Seminar A 
5:30 - Youth United - Fellowship Hall 
 

March 27  
8:30 – Meditation in the Chapel with Catherine Berg 
9:30 & 11:00 – Worship “The Other Side” - Vince Amlin 
10:30 to 11:15 - Retreat information brochures and registration forms will be available  
10:35 to 11:00 - Retreat information session for  anyone attending (or considering it) for the first time. 
11:00 - Adult Seminars:  

Mental Illnesses: “No Casserole for You!” with Joan and Bruce Stevens -  Discussions of mental illness 
currently focus on costly post-crisis catch-up hospitalizations and incarcerations, but ignore funding for 
cheaper evidence-based outpatient services that sustain productive lives and reduce/prevent crises in the first 
place. The next big thing in human rights is a community paradigm shift to rebuild lives and end isolation for 
our mentally ill neighbors. Explore reasons to why caring communities still create the distinction between 
persons with these medical conditions versus people with a "normal" physical illness.  
A Bird’s Perspective, Inviting Birds into your Yard  with Michael Meisenburg - An informative seminar as 
he describes techniques to entice birds to your yard. Learn to think like a bird, and see your landscaping from 
a bird’s perspective.  

5:00 - Winter Dreaming* - Seminar A 
 

April 3  
Retreat Registration Begins 
8:30 – Meditation in the Chapel  
9:30 & 11:00 – Worship  - David Dean 
11:00 - Friendship Group �� ���������	���
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�
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